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Modern Feminist Virginia Woolf's Narrative Technique in Mrs. Dalloway
Dr. Alka B. Deshmukh
Research Guide
Department of English, Vasundhara College, Ghatnandur

Vikrant S. Karewar
Research Scholar
Department of English, Yashwantrao Chavan College, Ambajogai- 431517

Abstract:

Novelist Virginia Woolf, a British writer,
contributed innovatively to the genre. Notable
modern feminist essayist, featured in The Times
Literary Supplement, she is also a key member of
the Bloomsbury group. The publisher of Virginia
Woolf's navels is Hogarth Press, which she co-
founded with her husband, writer and critic Leonard
Woolf Born into a family with high literary and
cultural expectations, Virginia Woolf started her
career writing essays and articles for literary
publications. Following her marriage, she made
generous contributions to the Hogarth Press, which
published the writings of the day’s notable men of
letters. Thus, her initial reputation was built as a
critic of exceptional insight and good literary
judgment. However, her reputation as a novelist is
primarily based on a few books

Mrs. Dalloway is an energetically structured
stream-of-consciousness book. The novel's Mrs.
Woolf stands out for its singular accomplishment of
bringing structure and order to something that is
chaotic and nonsensical by nature. This was
accomplished by giving the novel a constrained
framework. "Clack time" and "psychological time"
are deftly confronted.

When the London clock strikes, we can be
certain that something will change-either from one
personality to another or from the past to the present.
This is evident in the frequent substitution of the
pronoun one for I. Mrs. Woolf'is only concerned
with the outside world to the extent that it affects
her character's inner existence. To put it another
way, she writes novels intending to capture the
"psyche” or "soul" of the characters.

Index Terms :

symbolism, temporal manipulation, and interior
monologues.
Introduction:

Mrs. Dalloway, published in 1925, is among
Woolf's greatest books. The story follows the parallel
lives of Clarissa Dalloway and Septimus Warren
Smith, two very different Londoners, and is set on
asingle June day in 1923. That evening, 51-year-
old socialite Clarissa is hosting a dinner for her
spouse, Conservative MP Richard Dalloway. Woolf
wrote the lone preface for any of her novels, she
claims that her original plan was for Clarissa to pass
away-possibly by suicide. She eventually decided
to develop a new character whao would be the ane
to pass away. This new character is Septimus
Warren Smith, a thirty-year-old World War One
veteran who is traumatized by his ordcal. We first
encounter him on the street where Clarissa Dalloway
is strolling. By drawing parallels between Clarissa
and Septimus, Woolf'is able to explore a variety
of issues while delving into the basic themes ofilove,
death, and the meaning of life that permeate all of
her works.

Woolf'is making reference to Joyce's Ulysses,
which was released in 1922 and which she read
that summer when Mrs. Dalloway started to take
shape, by basing her novel on asingle June day in
ametropolis where difTerent characters' work while
we listen in on their thoughts. The idea of
connectivity, and particularly of pcople who are
decply connected, is associated with at least two
narrative devices that Woolf experimented with in
Mrs. Dalloway: "tunneling” and free indirect
discourse.
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Consciousness-based method :

Mrs. Woolf'is one of the novelists from the
school of "stream of consciousness." She was one
ofthe great English novelists of the 20th century,
someone who had the guts to defy convention and
in the processoffer the Englishnovel anewdirection,
anew form, and a new spiritual consciousness. In
Jacob's Room, she started using the stream-of-
cansciousness method. Although she did not create
the "stream of consciousness novel," her work
quickly reached maturity, and it is in Mrs Dalloway
that this literary form achicves equilibrium. The term
"stream of consciousness" refers to a wide variety
ofmethods. Woolf's stream of consciousness is a
multitude of characters that, at the same time, bring
them all together into one ocean or stream of
consciousness. Her charactersare all linked together
by their unique ideas.

Three primary features of Woolfs unique
strcam of consciousness are switch-off
consciousness, a cohesive style, and narrator
mediation. Woolf uses an unidentified narrator to
largely filter her stream of consciousness. The usage
ofphrases like “she thought” and “she wondered”
indicales the narrator's presence. Every character’s
stream of consciousness has narrator mediation.
The mediation brings the various streams of
consciousness in the story together in a cohesive
manner that makes them more cohesive. Woolf's
approach is therefore extremely identical for every
character as aresull. The resemblance exemplifies
the cohesiveness Woolf tries to convey in Mrs.
Dalloway. Woolf provides a strong fecling of
connection between the characters.

Characters can switch from one person's
stream of consciousness to another without drawing
attention to the change thanks to the uniform stream
of consciousness style among them. In the scene
where Clarissa visits a flower store, there is a brief
shift in the stream of consciousness from Clarissa
to Miss Pym, the salesman This is an example of
a switch-off of awareness. The stream of
consciousness momentarily shifts to Miss Pym in

the sentence "very kind, but she looked older, this
year," before returning to Clarissa at "turning her
head from side to side." As multiple characters'

consciousnesses blend, this creates a sense of
coherence and a stream of consciousness that turns
into a plurality, possibly even a streamof life. Woolf
reports that she has discovered something in her
August 30, 1923, diary entry: "How I dig out

beautiful caves behind my character: 1 think that

gives exactly but [ want; humanity, hummer, depth."

The concept isthat all of the caves will be connected

and will currently experience daylight. Her discovery
is later described by her as a "tunneling process,

by which [she] tells the past by installments, as
[she] needs it" later that year. Woolfused her new
style for the first time in her work Mrs. Dalloway.

Woolfdelves into her characlers' pasts and uses
imagery and thought echoes to create tunnels that

intersect at particular points in the story.

Anna Benjamin contends that "the events are
related as they apply to the present” in Mrs.
Dalloway ina piece oncomprehending the character.
Benjamin says later in her piece that "the revelation
[of events] is done according to the significance of
the past to the present, rather than in chronological
order." The idea that "events” only appear in the
story when they are pertinent is crucial here.
Memories allow events to come to the surface. A
key component of Woolf's approach is the
characters' nearly automatic recall of past events
caused by stimuli they encounter in the present. In
June, she is on a balcony and strolling along the
Strand. Woolfthen questions which of the character’s
two images-the one from the past or the one from
the present-is the real version of herself.

Virginia Woolf uses a variety of direct and
indirect narrative techniques in Mrs. Dalloway to
fully engross the reader and shed light on the
protagonists’ thoughts and emotions. At the beginning
of Mrs. Dalloway, the three main characters have
varying states of consciousness: physical,
complicated, and neutral. However, when Clarissa
and Septimus' consciousness diffuses and Peter
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eventually connects with Clarissa's level of
consciousness, this schematization lessens. Thus,
their story comes to an end as a cohesive whole.
Anearly insight nto Clarissa’s mind opens the book.
"She felt unspeakably young" yet "at the same time
unspeakably aged" despite being middle-aged. She
therefore infuses this narrative with her self-dejection
in the part of Clarissa.

Through her inner monologues, Clarissa shares
not only her personality but also that of the person
who will complete her uniqueness-that is, the invisible
aspect of her existence. He is Septimus, who the
medical community and society determined was on
the verge of insanity. Clarissa gains a sense of
identity through this rclationship with her
subconscious, and Septimus'’s passing ultimately
purges her existence of its hollowness, corruption,
lies, and pointless chitchat. Though Clarissa's
marriage to Richard was incredibly beautiful and
boundless on the outside, she was unable to get
past her inner walls and yearned for isolation
Realistic life projection demonstrates the breadth
and caliber of an artist's awareness, and Virginia
Woolfcloquently defends the idea.

Time Manipulation:

Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia Woolf has a
complicated relationship with time. A prominent
Modernist classic, Virginia Wooll's Mrs. Dalloway
describes the ambulations ofa middle-aged woman
ona lovely June day in London. Time and the divide
between two forms of time are two of Mrs
Dalloway’s most important themes. While time is
measured by the clock, time is also represented by
the length of events as they are seen by human
consciousness

The philosopher Henri Bergson coined the
phrase "psychological time," which refers to the
time shown by the mental clock. Five minutes
elapsed when I sat in front of a computer and
stared at a blank screen for what seemed like
hours Athree-week vacation felt like it was over
inamatter of days. The time indicated by the clock
is not always relevant. The Woolftime system in

human awareness keeps track of the length of
feclings and experiences. It is not dependent on the
division oftime into hours and minutes. The clock
depicts objective, public time, while the mind's time
system is subjective and private.

According to Bergson, the various ways that
people experience time in their minds define reality.
This sense oftime was referred to by Bergson as
"psychalogical time." Psychological time isa different
way of perceiving time, not a distinct kind of time,
in Bergson's view. Chronology and linearity do not
apply to psychalogical time. It moves in flux and
is very subjective; it is involved with memory,
expectancy, duration, extension, compression, and
association. These qualitics make it challenging to
define and even more so to depict in literature and
the arts.

Woolfexamines the distinctions between clock
time and internal timepieces in Mrs. Dalloway and
shows how they are connected. Woolf draws a
comparison between the clock and psychic time.
The novel's formal features reveal a fixation with
time in multiple ways. First ofall, the novel's working
title, The Hours, alludes to a fascination with time
boundaries. Secondly, Mrs. Dalloway’s narrative
spans only one day. The narrative does not center
on the chronological portrayal of events, as
cvidenced by the fact that Mrs. Dalloway covers
the course of one single day in the life ofa regular
lady. The characters' consciousness is the main
theme of the book. The absence of a chapter
indicator is one of the novel's other characteristics.
A continuous flow of psychological time is also
created by the novel's lack of chapter divisions.

Not only do these elements of the book suggest
that theauthor is interested intime, but timekeeping
devices-particularly Big Ban's clock-play a major
part in the story. Additionally, Mrs. Dalloway has
several stylistic elements that allude to her obsession
withtime. Mrs Dalloway is a novel that explores
two distinct periods and the tension that arises
when they are contrasted, as Mr. Tindall pointed
out. Big Ban is among the most significant pictures
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inMrs_ Dalloway, and it should come as no surprise
that it serves scveral purposes in the story. It first
establishes temporal divisions within the novel: "It
was precisely twelve o'clock.” Is there a blank line
in the text before the start of a paragraph? A new
episode is suggested by the time indication In
addition to serving as a unifying factor, Big Benalso
cstablishes a reality that the protagonists' interior
experiences must be understood in the context of!.
According to Peter Childs, Woolf draws a
comparison between private and public time utilizing
Big Ben, which is akin to the distinction between
clock and psychological time.

He is the epitome of "the public school man,”
a charming "snob" who married "the Honorable
Evelyn® and took a little job in the legal ficld. Miss
Kilman becomes a symbol of such impure sentiments
as "domineering,” "indefinitely cruel," and
"unscrupulous” love and religion because of her
selfless love and impurity in her faith. As a
representation of these unpleasant and unatiractive
things, Miss Kilman is "ugly, clumsy," and shabbily
clad "in a green mackintosh coat.”

Additionally, some of the actions have a
symbolic meaning. Peter’s varied behaviors with his
ancient "hom-handled knife," which Clarissa could
swear he had owned for thirty years, represent his
range of feelings and mental states. His unusual
practice of practicing knife play symbolizes his foolish
cccentricity, frailty, and lack of empathy for other
people's feelings. Woolfapproaches symbols ina
novel, nearly revolutionary way as a result. By
employing historical imagery in anew context, she
purposefully obstructs the reader's view of the
signifier-signified relationship. Her ability to take
conventional symbols and dissect their previously
accepted validity is maybc her greatest
accomplishment.

Conclusion:
To bring the fractured reality of the early 20th

century together and break linear time, Virginia

Woolf employed a variety of techniques in her

novel Mrs. Dalloway. Her goal in writing fiction

was to create a cohesive story by connecting her
characters and events. She builds Mrs. Dalloway
ameticulously constructed web-like structure. She
positions the characters on the web's edges, and
they gradually spiral imward toward the centre, Woolf
cmployed a plethora of diverse tactics in addition
to the web-like structure to portray the characters’
interconnectedness, thoughts, and experiences. The
stylistic element that draws attention right away in
Woolf's novel is her use of stream of consciousness
while writing it. Another tool that Woolfuses in her
book isa technique she calls "tunncling." Repetition
is yet another crucial technique that strengthens the
cohesiveness of the book. Mrs. Dalloway highlights
the difference between psychological and clock
time, and Woolfemploys a variety of techniques to
caplure the passage oftime and the stream of life
that envelops each ofher characters She establishes

a planc of reference that can only be sustained by

drawing a comparison between it and the actuality

of clock time in psychological time.
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Abstract:

Since the independence of India many
changes were occurred in social, political, liter-
ary and economic era. The most important and
noteworthy.change in Indian English fiction is
the new interest in studies of the plight of In-
dian women is rapidly changing social milieu.
Many novelists tried to focus on the predica-
ments of women from various angles. The prob-
lems of women have been drawing the atten-
tion of all major Indian writers in English. The
contribution of women writers to the variety and
validity of the Indo-Anglian novel is appreciable.
The potential of human achievement can be re-
alized through their writings. Without assess-
ing the work done by these writers, no one can
gather the implications on Indo-English fiction.

The feminist struggle for liberation can
also be looked upon within the framework of
freedom crisis. Woman, born to free as man,
finds herself constrained and curbed by the pa-
triarchal society, not only in India but in most
parts of the world. This is due to the primarily
patriarchal culture of the world. Women has
been treated as the subordinate sex and has to
conform to male standards. Feminist writers of
the Western countries identify a search and re-
bellion in the pattern of women'’s lives, a rebel-
lion against the patriarchal core of society, and
this is transmuted into artistic expression. The
assertion of woman'’s right to freedom is present
at least in thinking and has a reasonable bear-
ing on society. On the other hand, in India, works
of feminine plan for freedom have only been
isolated and lonely cries in the wilderness, mute

and desperate calls to reconstruct the groove
of society

Shashi Deshpande tries to focus on re-
alism and optimism in her portrayal of thg In-
dian middle class educated women. Her gift to
contemporary women has been to write novels
which show women engaged in complex and
difficult social and psychological problem of
defining an authentic self. But unlike the women
protagonists of Anita Desai’s novels w.ho in
quest of self-hood lose their ability to live in
community and maintain human relationships,
limiting themselves to individual freedom which
damage their ultimate understanding of life,
Shashi Deshpande’s women characters seek
their self-hood within the orbit of family. And
relationships. Her novels highlight important
problem of our time without offering a facile
recipe for their solution. The women in her nov-
els are neither demi-goddesses nor string-
minded super heroines. They are normal edu-
cated middle-class women who are independent
to some extent but vulnerable at the same time
because of an inalienable bond of tradition. In
a book-review of the Binding Vine, Nilufer E.
Bharucha is very notable, “Deshpande narrates
her story in alternating voices and interwoven
with her tales are the poems of long dead
woman. This intersexuality offers another di-
mension to her narrative. as ever, Deshpande’s
low-key and often searingly honest writing is
worth a careful reading. (1995:72)

Keywords: inner conflict, unconscious, doubt,
anxiety, patriarchy, identity crisis, self-introspec-
tion, despair, alienation, etc.

Deshpande’s novel The Binding Vine
(1992) touches a chord in every woman as she
responds to it with a recognition of her own
doubts, complexes, fears, desires and sufferings
being mirrored in the narration of Urmila, the
main protagonist. In presenting women'’s point
of view Deshpande is mainly interested in the
clash of tradition and modernity. As reflected
in the generation gap and conflict between
women. her young heroines’ rebel against the
traditional way of life, its rituals, ceremonies
and patriarchal values. Women like Indu, Jaya,
Sarita, and Sumi perceive the structing of men
and women in gendered roles, restricting their
human potentiality and fullness. There is a lot

of struggles face the characters to transcend
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these restrictive and moulde roles. T eyAr.ebel,
; from the traditional
reject and seek freedom from tl :
norms and way of life by escaping into marriage.
But Deshpande’s novels present women pausz
at some point in their adult roles as wife an
mother, and take a long careful look into the
formation period of childhood and adolescence.
Interconnecting these two phases -youth and
adulthood provides anew insight into their lives
as women withina particular society. Itis uqde-
niable true that the roots of feminism are Im-
planted in the western soil, but its branches are
spread across the world. The Indian ;oua} envi-
ronment provided very favourable situation for
its Florence. Feminism in Indian English litera-
ture got sustenance from various native sources
such as Indian freedom movement, opportuni-
ties and legislations for women’s rights. It never
proved the replica of the western feminism be-
cause any genre of literature remains socio-cul-
tural specific. This is why the Indian feminism
has its own flavour and taste. As Sarbjit Sandhu
points out, “Shashi Deshpande’s protagonists
are not very brave... Heroines, but women strug-
gling to find their own voice” (1991:51)
Evangeline Shanti Roy has also ex-
pressed the same view in her article “ Shashi
Deshpande’s The Binding Vine: A Quest for the
Anchor of Life”, The Deshpande’s protagonist is
never a radical militant feminist who wants to
overthrow all social , moral and sexual taboos
in order to become a free woman, but a woman
who feels the need to go beyond socially and
culturally determined roles to carve a space for
hgrself within the typical Indian situation , to
discover who she is and retain her selfhood with-
out scarifying family ties and age-old values
Deshpande attempts to redefine human context
of the changing Indian society and thus identify
the values wh_ich endure. (2001:75-76)
~ The binding Vinedepicts the plight of
Urmi, the protagonist, who is an educated
middle-class woman grieving over the death of
l'!er one-ygar-old daughter Anu. She is 5o sensi-
Fuve that, in the long run, she shares the suffer-
undergone such i
haps she wouldg not have rlﬁﬁ? 22:,:;5,2 xi;
3 I
others. Thus, her narrative comprises three
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herselfand the other two about
m’s mother, and Urmi’s

tim martial rape. The

tales-oné about 173
Shankunta|a, arape VIaCt\:Ic
mOthIet;;ni-rlriwv'vit/f':rS,rmi grieving over her dead
nove p % hter. She is unable to forget her be-
h ar riemories haunt Urmi. She fights with
csusriefnories put also realizes that forgetting
its getrayal,l must reject these memories, | have

to conquer them. This is one pbattle | ha_ve to
win if | am to go on living. And yet my victory
will carry with it the taint of b_etrayal. To fOTgeAt
is to betray (21) she also re;llzes her responsi-
bility to her living son Kartika who needs her
love and watches her anxiously. It is trge that
she does not take every death Of her kith and
kin in this way. When her father died, she could
bear the shock easily. She says: “Papaisonly a
memory, a gentle memory” (27). But Anuis dif-
ferent. When Inni wants to have a framed pho-

tograph of Anu in the wall, she reacts bitterly:
“| don’t need a picture to remember her, | can
remember every bit of her, every moment of her
life. How can you imagine | need a picture...?”
68).
o) When her friend Lalita asks how many
kids she has, she replies, “Only one, a son,” but
soon she realizes that she has done injustice to
Anu. She gets filled with a sense of guilt as if
she was betraying Anu: “How could |, Oh God,
how could I? that was betrayal, treachery, how
could | deny my Anu... only one son...how could
I?” (106). S. Indira rightly remarks:”she clings to
her pain and allows her memories of Anu, every
small incident to flood her with longing and a
great sense of loss” (1995:22). Obsessed with
the memories of her daughter she comes across
a photograph of her mother-in-law Mira which
Is introduced as Kishore’s mother, Kartika's
g:angm:ther" (42). She sees a group photo-
e s e ot e
i AT ’S at IF was taken to mark
i Ion -Mira’s weddin haps- rt-
I ways o g '8 perhaps- a pa
chapter” (43) Thge tUp of friends, the end of a
the ph°t°8ra[.3h contr:' SR tict she o
ries of Mira. The poe v gl Books and d'?-
Kannada and the dij ms of Mira are written in
laries are written in English.

Inquisiti
; :oul:iut;‘veer tc; _know more about her she askaAkka
- dInce then, he hag “single-minded
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pursuit of an object: Marrying Mira” (47). He
was suggested as a good match for Mira and in
this way the marriage was arranged. She died
while giving birth to Kishore.

Urmi came to know the difference in
handling over of Mira’s property to her. When
Akka hands over little bits of Mira’s jewellery,
she says, “They are Kishore’s mother’s... | kept
them for his wife.” But when she hands over
the book and diaries of Mira, she says, “Takethis,
it’s Mira’s.” she did not mention Kishore at all,
as if she was now directly linking me with Mira”.
(48) this shows that woman loses her identity
after her marriage. She is seen either as a wife
or mother who in a way erases her real self and
imposes another alien self on her. The differ-
ence made by Akka symbolizes that the poems
and diaries are self-actualizing, whose identi-
ties are not dependant on men. “Urmi, the
novel’s narrator, mourning the death of a young
daughter, is haunted by the poems of her dead
mother-in-law, and by the destiny of a rape-vic-
tim in a hospital ward” (Hussein 1993:25)

In an aggrieved state she happens to
meet Shakuntala, mother of a rape-victim,
Kalpana. She meets her in the hospital where
her sister-in-law, Vanna works. Kalpana is lying
unconscious and her mother thinks that she has
met with a car accident. Dr. Bhaskar, the doc-
tor-in-charge, on examination reports that

Kalpana has been brutally raped. Her mother
Shakuntala’s reaction is that of a typical Indian
mother bred in an oppressive male-dominated
society. She tells Vanna: “it’s not true, you
people are trying to blacken my daughter’s
name”. (58) Listening the conversation between
Vanna and Dr. Bhaskar she cries in agony and
fear. She says: “No, no, no. Tell him, Tai, it’s not
true, don’t tellanyone. I’ Il never be able to hold
up my head again, who'll marry the girl, we’re
decent people. Doctor”, she turns to him , “ don’t
tell the police” (58). Most Indian mothers would
react in a similar way as they are concerned
about their daughter’s marriage. The novelist
has very clearly presented Shakuntala’s agony,
anger, helplessness and fear. The character has
been presented so realistically that it leaves a
sense of introspection in the readers. Shakuntala
is in a traumatic state and is sobbing. Urmi es-

corts her home and from there starts her association
with her. She pays regular visits to Shakutai’s place to
inquire after Kalpana’s state. It is during these regular
visits that Urmi comes to know about Kalpana from
Shakutai. She swings between two extremes; sometimes
sheis all praise for Kalpana and sometimes puts all the
blame on her. Kalpana's character is full of paradoxes.
She says’ “ she is very smart, that’s how she got the_job
in the shop. Kalpana even learnt how to speak English.
People in our chawl used to laugh at her, but she didn’t
care. When she wants something, she goes afte it, noth-
ing can stop her she’s stubborn, you can’t imagine how
stubborn sheis. (92)

Conclusion:

Thus, the major characters of the novel sym-
bolize the miserable and hopeless lot of innumerable
Indian women who suffer silently and their voice remains
smothered. The message Shashi Deshpande gives is that
the invasion of a woman’s body even in marriage can
sometimes be as traumatic as rape. A similarity can be
seenin this novel and “Intrusion” a short story by Shashi
Deshpande. It's a story about a honeymooning couple
wherein the husband forces his unprepared wife into
sexual act, which was equivalent to rape. The story is
sensitive on the sense that the insensitive husbhand takes
no cognizance of his wife’s sense of humiliation. Focusing
upon the suffocating situation for the women in the In-
dian Society as presented in Shashi Deshpande’s novel
The Binding Vine.
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Deshpande portrays in her novel's social worlds
many complex relationships. Many men and women
live together with feelings of doubt, anxiety and
often feelings of avoid of values and irrespective
with each other. In the extended families Shashi
Deshpande presents, two or three generations live
together. Deshpande presents social reality as it is
experienced by women. She highlights the world of
women and her clashes between tradition and

Keywords: inner conflict, unconscious,
doubt, anxiety, patriarchy, identity crisis,
self-introspection, despair, alienation etc.

Shashi Deshpande's A Matter of
Time is a fifth novel published in 1996.
Her novels mainly focus on woman’s
psyche. The present novel too deals with
the same subject. Here she focuses on how
inner life of woman emotionally isolated
from her family is reflected. Deshpande
believes that she is feminist and her
concerns are universal. She writes about
silent,  sobbing  women,  mothers,
grandmothers, aunts, sisters, grand- aunts,
and whole lot of

daughters women

community. Her writing is a gender
specific. She deals with women psyche
and the way she is made to feel an inferior
being, an unwanted child, an unnecessary
burden on the family. for instance, Kalyani
is in A Matter of Time. In her book
review, Usha Bande aptly observes:
“There are three generations of women
with their impregnable silence and
suffocating life, but it is the impatient new
generation ready to fight it tooth and nail
that provides a whiff of cool breeze. How

successful will this new woman be in

getting justice is, a matter of time."

(1997:42)

A Matter of Time related with the
human predicament of three women
representing three generations of the same
family. Shashi Deshpande, for the first
time, has made a man the protagonist of
the novel, nut it doesn’t mean that she has
focused entirely on the man. In her other
novels she has focused on the women's
pain, suffering and endurance in marriage.
The novel rotates around an urban, middle-
class family of Gopal and Sumi with their
three daughters- Aru, Charu and Seema.
Novel starts with Gopal's entry in home
and communication with Sumi that he is
leaving home for good. Sumi is unable to
react verbally. She tells all the incidents
next morning to her daughters about it,
“almost exactly repeating Gopal's words,
leaving out nothing™ (9) in a review of A
Matter of Time, Latha Anantharaman
opines: “Here the inner life of a women
emotionally isolated from her family is
reflected and refracted in the embryonic
women represented by daughters. Sumi
returns to her parent’s home with her three
daughters after husband walks out on her.

(1997: 76).

Sumi is shocked with Gopl's
decision but trying to feel this incident

before her daughter as normal. But they
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for his brother’s wife, that woman
complaint, a pregnancy and a child to
come and then, after the husband’s
convenient death (no, I couldn’t , I just
couldn’t make my father poison his

brother)a marriage of convenience. (43) .

When his father was alive, he
always considered him instead father as
his mother's guilty partner. Later his death
leaves a great cypher in his life. He
completely shattered and realized that his
sister Sudha and he himself did not share
the same father. He later reflects: “That
away at the

Above

was betrayal that cut
foundations of my life” (52).
quotation states his pessimistic approach
of his life. Perhaps it the reason to leave
his family but, it is just a riddle for readers
as the novelist does not mention any
obvious reason till the end of the story.
However, Gopal's desertion had another
aspect on the boldness of Sumi. This
hardship made Sumi able to face the
obstacles of life and challenges. Keerti
Ramchandra, in a book- review of A
matter of Time, says: ** Gopal's departure
comes as a mixed blessing for Sumi as
well. All this while she had been content to
be a wife and mother subordinating herself
to her husband and daughter. Her
interpretation of Draupadi’s choice of

disguise as Sairandhri, reveal a sharp mind

e e — -

but one that had deliberately shut itself off.
(1997:20)

There  are  several factors
responsible for disintegration of marriage
like. Western education, lack of choice for
the bride and groom, differences in the
socio-cultural backgrounds, etc. Keerti
Ramchandra’s views are noteworthy here:
“Relationship breakdown because there is
an inherent reticence in most people,
especially those who come from the same
background as the Pandit family governed
by a strict code of conduct, a sharp
awareness of duties and obligations, the
characters in the novel constantly, walk the
tightrope of living up to expectations.

(1997:20)
Conclusion:

Novelist tries to convey to the
readers that man’s desertion from family is
a kind of injustice to the women. It is just
like escaping from the joint responsibilities
of children, providing them proper
education and getting them married. If a
married man runs away from his home in
search of God for salvation is like creating
a big sin. Thus, we come to this conclusion
that the Indian women have been facing
this type of social injustice for centuries,
“Aru has a thousand and one questions —
why is her grandmother Kalyani so

oppressively silent and fear ridden? Why
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that I'm angry and humiliated and

confused...?” (107).

Gopal's leaving home not only
shocking for family members but also for
the readers. There are some unsolved
questions, i. e. Why did he marry Sumi?
Generally, it is seen that arranged

marriages, sometimes, become hellish
resulting in divorce, desertion, suicide, etc.
because the couples are tied up in wedlock
without knowing each other’s likings and
disliking. But that case of Gopal and Sumi
is different. Theirs was a love-marriage.
Gopal himself is in confusion and asks
himself “Why did I marry Sumi? Because
I met her- It's as simple as that™ (65-66).
Thus, the marriage is devoid of initial
romance, but it is the inevitable outcome
of a matter-of-fact relationship. “And |
knew then that it was for this, this losing
yourself in another human being, that men
give up their dreams of freedom™ (223)
Deshpande does not mention any tenable

reason for Gopal's desertion and readers

remain in the dark.

Kalyani is very much worried
about her daughter, Sumi, whose husband
has deserted her. Sumi tries to find out the
reason of desertion in his past acts and
utterances. Once Gopal had explained that
Sa-briday meanes oneness is an impossible

concept. He accepts the traditional view

——————————————————
e

of marriage where God units the two
hearts. He also believes that husband and
wife are made for each other but he
realizes that he was not successful in the
idealistic expectations of his marriage. He
could not feel himself a Sa-briday with
Sumi in an unexpected condition. Gopal’s
absence made her in a state of vast
emptiness. She feels, I can’t find my
bearings, there are no makers any more (o
show me which way I should go™ (36).
Sumi tries to transform her emptiness into
meaning in order to define identity. After
many problems Sumi does not remain as a
passive mother, she shoulders her all
responsibilities with proper manner. We
can not forget that Sumi, like her mother,
is a suffering, oppressed and wronged
woman, but she doesn’t question the man,

about her oppressor.

The possible reason for Gopal's
decision to leave home may be his sense of
alienation and loneliness born of his
abnormal childhood. He is unable to
explain that he was born of a union of his
father’s brother’s wife. Later he read
Hamlet and found some similarities
between his own and Hamlet’s
predicament: ** It was when I read Hamlet,
fortunately much later, that the most
terrible version of my parent’s story
entered my mind... in this story my father

became a man succumbing to his passion
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feel restless as “Sumi, despite her fagade

of normality, has a quality about her — a
kind of blankness- that makes them
uneasy” (10-11) this crisis not only leads
with women characters but it affects on the
male protagonist Gopal. In a review of A
Matter of Time. Meenakshai Mukherjee

says:

“Enigmas are concealed in the
interstices of silence and nothing is fully
explained. The broad circumstances of the
estrangement of Kalyani and Shripati are
gradually revealed but the possible causes
are left unshifted, hinting at something
unspeakable.... Deshpande’s ability to
leave things unsaid invests with rich

inconclusiveness of life.”” (1997: 30)

s’ Lo notloo

(12) Sumi’s grief and anger are so deep
that she remains calm outwardly but she is
very restless inwardly. She becomes an
enigma for her parents, sisters and cousins:
“She accepts Goda’s dumb sympathy,
Devaki’s fierce loyalty and Ramesh’s
stupefied bewilderment, as if they are all
the same to her: (20). This incident
affected on her body and soul: “with
Gopal's going, it was as if the swift-
flowing stream of her being had grown
thick and viscous- her movements, her
thoughts, her very pulse and heartbeats
seemed to have slowed down™. (28)
Meenakshi Mukherjee presents her views

on the desertion of Gopal thus:

This motivation might have been

metaphysical or existential, like Gautam
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isn’t there any communication between her
grandparents? Why has their father left
them? (Bande : 1997:42).
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